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The Royal Film Commission

The Royal Film Commission (RFC) is a financially and administratively 
autonomous public institiution. It contributes to the development of an 

internationally competitive Jordanian audio-visual industry. The RFC 
organises training workshops, as well as film screenings and provides 

comprehensive production services.









 Schedule
Film & Television Careers Connection

 (FTCC)

MPRMontage Cafe RFC Terrace – Booths Area Ali Maher �eater

DAY 2 DAY 3

 

DAY 1
Friday
SEPTEMBER 22nd

 Script to Wrap
خطواتك األوىل يف عا� السبن� و التلفزيون 
(حوار مع تي� الشوميل)

Script to Wrap
 Hair & Makeup  Suleiman Tadros 

 Discussion with Producers Guild
of America Session Charles and Dan

Introduction to Alexa Cameras
with ARRI 

Safety on Set
Fawaz Zoubi

Discussion with Doha Film
Institute DFI 

Open Discussion with
Jordanian Directors

           

Script to Wrap – Costume Design
Hanadi Khorma

Tima Shomali

Richard Lackey
Mohammed Awad

Aya Al-Blouchi

Aseel Mansour - Tima Shomali
Dareen Sallam

Industry Talk with
Hollywood Professionals 

�e Power of Laughter
 Nabil Sawalha

Musical Performance
Tarek Younes and his group

11:00 – 12:00

12:15 – 12:45

12:15 – 12:45

1:00 – 1:30

1:00 – 1:45

1:45 – 2:45

3:15 – 4:15

4:30 – 5:30

5:45 - 6:30

6:30 – 7:00

7:00 – 7:30

  Script to Wrap – Production
 Design

Script to Wrap
Cinematography 

 Script to Wrap – Location
Management

 Conversation with the RFC

Producing for Online Platform

           

 Pitching Session – Speed Dating
Closed Session

 Rand Abdelnour

George David  - Abedalsalam al Haj
Ahmad Ashour  - Areeb Zuaiter

Drone Technologies
Sami Kattan

Film Education
Vs. Hands on Training 
Daniele Suissa

Acting as a Career
Nadira Emran

10:00 – 10:30

10:45 – 11:15

11:30 – 12:00

11:30 – 12:30

12:15 – 1:15

1:30 – 2:30

2:45 – 3:45

4:00 – 5:00

5:30 - 6:30

 Script to Wrap – Editing

Script to Wrap – Sound

Script to Wrap- Stunts
 Hajar Shaheen 

 Pitching Session
 Closed Session

Crowd Funding
Areeb Zuaiter

Introduction to Alexa Cameras
with ARRI 

           

 Composing Music for Films and
  Television

Eyad Hamam

 Amer Dwaik

 Richard Lackey 

AWAL Film Festival
Nada Doumani
Alaa Karkouti

EP Budgeting and
Scheduling session

Discussion with
Fuad Al Karsheh – Roya TV 
Fuad Al Karsheh

 Reception
 Landmark

Regional Support
 for Arab Filmmakers

9:30 – 10:00

10:15 – 10:45

11:00 – 11:30

11:45 – 12:45

11:45 – 12:45

1:05 – 1:45

1:00 – 1:45

2:00 – 3:00

3:15 - 4:15

3:15 – 4:15

4:30 – 5:00

5:20 – 6:30

Saturday
SEPTEMBER 23rd

Sunday
SEPTEMBER 24th

DAY 2 DAY 3

ShaÁq Olabi

Jamal Adwan

Abu Al Ghour  - Mohammad Hushki
Mohammed Salah - Seema Najjar

Mohammed Awad

 Hanna Atallah - Salam Salman
 Ahmad Oraib - Alaa Karkouti 
 Abedalsalam Al Haj

Tareq Younis
 Tareq Jundi, Yahya Abdallah

Joseph Chianese



 
11:00 – 12:00
Venue: MPR 

First steps into filmmaking

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants into the world of filmmaking and television. Tima 

Shomali will be sharing some tips on how to succeed and develop yourself in the filmmaking 

industry, and what challenges you may face. 

The instructor: Tima Shomali

Tima Shomali is an Arab producer, writer and comedian from Jordan, as well as the founder of 

Filmizion Productions. She stood out in Jordan’s comedy world through her boldness on 

screen and her ability to present societal issues in a new light. She was the first female online 

comedian in Jordan to have her own YouTube show and has since created a large regional 

following and fan base. Shomali was named one of the most influential young Arabs in the 

world by Arabian Business Magazine for the years 2015, 2016 and 2017.

12:15 – 12:45
Venue: MPR 

Makeup and hair: from script to wrap 

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants to the makeup and hair artist’s role starting from script 

analysis to wrap.

The instructor: Suleiman Tadros

One of the renowned make-up artists in the motion picture business in Jordan with over 8 years 

of experience. Tadros, who graduated from the University of Jordan with a BA degree in theatre 

Arts, has concentrated his work on small projects and student films for believing in creative 

talents in Jordan.  He has worked on the first Jordanian Academy Award nominated film Theeb.
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   Day 1 Friday
22nd September 2017 



 
12:15 – 12:45
Venue: Montage 

Discussion with producers from the Producers Guild of 
America (PGA)
 

Open discussion about film and TV 

Speakers: CHARLES HOWARD and DAN HALPERIN 

CHARLES HOWARD is an executive producer with 25 years of knowledge in cross-platform 

media strategies, graphic web design, production management, analytics, technical & creative 

writing, presentation design, game development, CMS programs, mobile apps and social 

media marketing. A product of the Loyola Marymount University MFA program in Film Produc-

tion. Some of his credits include Comic View, Johnny Skidmarks, Spark, Sliders, Pacific Blue, 

Dead at 21, The Huntress, The X Files, The Seat Filler and Alien III. Currently, Howard is an execu-

tive producer of digital content for Inhance Digital, specializing in delivering dynamic interac-

tive experiences across multiple platforms and account management for a number of their 

fortune 500 clients.   

DAN HALPERIN produced the feature films: ROAD KINGS (Lionsgate) and SCARRED 

(MGM/Sony). He created and produced the Emmy-winning SHOWTIME series PICTURE 

WINDOWS, also an official selection of the Cannes Film Festival. Dan wrote and directed the 

series pilot. He produced, wrote and directed for the PBS television documentary series 

PHENOMENON: THE LOST ARCHIVES.   Halperin attended the UCLA graduate film & TV 

program, worked as manager of production for San Diego community television; and wrote, 

produced and directed numerous music videos and commercials. He is a member of Film 

Independent (FIND); The International Documentary Association (IDA); The Television Acad-

emy (ATAS); and the Producers Guild of America (PGA), where he serves on the Mentorship 

Committee, The Power of Diversity Workshop, PGAgreen.org, co-chairing the Green Outreach 

Committee, and a founder of ECEC – the Entertainment Community Earth Coalition
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1:00 – 1:30
Venue: MPR 

Costume design, from script to wrap

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants to costume design; they will learn how to design, 

create, acquire and hire costumes for actors and extras.

The instructor: Hanadi Khorma

Hanadi Khorma is a Costume Designer based in Amman. She holds an MFA degree with a 

double major in Costume Design and Costume Technology from the State University of New 

York, where she enrolled in a practical training program. 

Combining her childhood love for crafts with the technical training she received and her educa-

tional background, she collaborates with local and foreign directors and artists, designing and 

creating complex garments at ease, sometimes even on set while the cameras are rolling. 

 

1:00 – 1:45
Venue: Montage 

Cutting edge digital cinema camera tecnology

Course description: 
An introduction to ARRI Amira and ARRI Alexa Mini, the latest cameras from ARRI technology, 

as well as their new set of lenses and lighting. 

The instructors: 

Richard Lackey and Mohammad Awad from ARRI Company. 
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1:45 – 2:45
Venue: MPR

Safety on set 

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants to safety on set. 

The instructor: Fawaz “Fuzzy” Zoubi

Location Manager / Military Liaison / Stunt or Precision Driver / Roman Army Officer

Film Experience:

2000: “Red Planet” Wadi Rum. 1st Unit Vehicle Recovery Coordinator

2001: “Mummy Returns” Amman. Local Art Director

2004: “Gunner Palace” Baghdad Security and Transportation

2006: “The Holy Family” Dana. Stunt Horse Riding and Speaking Part (Roman Officer)

2007: “Captain Abu Raed” Amman. Location Manager and Transportation Captain

2007: “Hurt Locker” Amman. Location Manager and Military Liaison

2007: “Tom Hurndall” Amman. Stunt Driver Instructor

2008: “Transformers 2” Petra & Salt. Location Manager and Military Liaison

2010:  “The Devil’s Double” Wadi Rum / Amman. Tracking Vehicle Driver and Location Manager

2010:  “Killer Elite” Wadi Rum / Aqaba. Tracking Vehicle Driver

2011: “The United” Amman. Location Manager 

2012: “Zero Dark Thirty” Amman. Picture Car Coordinator / Military Liaison 

2014: “A to B” Wadi Rum. Stunt and Precision Driver (Syrian Army Truck Driver)

2015: “Rendez-vous” (Desert Rose) Location Manager and Precision Driver (Embassy Vehicle)

“Sandcastle” Actor and Precision Driver (Iraqi Water Truck Driver)

2016: “Broeders” Stunt Driver

2017 “Strike Back” Season 6 Tracking Vehicle Driver

3:15 – 4:15 
Venue: MPR 

Discussion with Doha Film Institute 

Presentation about film opportunities offered by the Doha Film Institute (DFI) 

Speaker: Aya al-Blouchi 

Youth Programs Senior Coordinator / Qumra Industry Coordinator 
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4:30 – 5:30
Venue: Ali Maher Theater

Open discussion with Jordanian directors

Course description:

Open Discussion with Jordanian Directors 

Speakers: Aseel Mansour, Darin Sallam and Tima Shomali

Aseel Mansour is a Jordanian filmmaker, with several films including the documentary UNCLE 

NASHAAT (2011) and the feature film LINE OF SIGHT (2012) to his credit. In 2011, he founded 

Shashat, a multimedia production company in Amman, Jordan

Darin Sallam is a Jordanian writer/director, she holds a BA in graphic design and an MFA from 

the Red Sea Institute for Cinematic Arts (RSICA).

To her credit ,are four award-winning short films including "Still Alive" and "The Dark Outside". 

Sallam is also co-founder and managing partner at TaleBox, a Jordanian company established 

in 2016 and specialized in the production and creation of audiovisual content and media as 

well as brands, franchises and advertising. She is now working on her first feature narrative 

film, currently in development.

    

Tima Shomali is an Arab producer, writer and comedian from Jordan, as well as the founder of 

Filmizion Productions. She stood out in Jordan’s comedy world through her boldness on 

screen and her ability to present societal issues in a new light. She was the first female online 

comedian in Jordan to have her own YouTube show and has since created a large regional 

following and fan base. Shomali was named one of the most influential young Arabs in the 

world by Arabian Business Magazine for the years 2015, 2016 and 2017.
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5:45 – 6:30
Venue: Ali Maher Theater

Industry talk with Hollywood professionals 

Speakers: 

William Stuart is Co-Chairman of the PGA International Committee and the President and 

Chief Executive Officer of Aurora Productions, where he supervises the day-to-day opera-

tions of the company. Aurora Productions, under Stuart’s guidance, is currently developing 

several motion pictures, including Shiver, The Travel Triter, and T Tong for Anna. Additionally, 

Aurora currently has an active development slate of approximately 10-15 feature films along 

with several Television projects.
 

David Friendly is an Academy Award-nominated producer for Best Picture nominee Little 

Miss Sunshine. He has been a film producer and motion picture executive for over twenty-

five years. During his career, he has produced over twenty-five films to date and worked with 

some of the most prestigious directors including Ron Howard, Ed Zwick, and the team of 

Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris. Friendly is currently finishing executive producing season 

2 of his first TV series “Queen of the South” for USA, which he developed after optioning the 

novel “La Reina Del Sur.”

Blanca Lista Vice President, Feature Film Production at The Jim Henson Company, Lista 

oversees the Company’s ever expanding feature film development slate for live action, anima-

tion, and puppet features. Currently, she is leading the development for highly anticipated 

legacy projects such as Fraggle Rock and Power of the Dark Crystal as well as several new 

projects including The Portable Door and the animated feature films Frog and Toad, Pinocchio 

(with Guillermo Del Toro), and Which Witch (starring, produced and written by Billy Crystal). 

Paul Steinke Since joining Disney 32 years ago as a production accountant on films such as 

Dick Tracy, Big Business, Ruthless People, Three Fugitives and Adventures in Babysitting, Paul 

Steinke has had so many memorable experiences—from having a conversation with director 

Martin Scorsese and his script supervisor during the production of Gangs of New York to 

taking in the scale and beauty of the sets on Disney’s recent live-action adaptation of Beauty 

and the Beast. But those “pinch-me” moments are no comparison for the connections he’s 

made with the team and people that he has worked with on these and other incredible 

projects at The Walt Disney Company. “I am very fortunate to have my career at Disney,” he says.

Lesley Chilcott is an award winning filmmaker, documentarian and producer. In addition to 

award-winning documentary features and shorts.  She is the Chair of the West Coast Produc-

ers Guild of America (PGA) Non-Fiction documentary committee,  while hosting a popular 

screening series for them, The Doc Club.
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6:30 – 7:00 
Venue: Ali Maher Theater

The power of laughter 

Talk description: 
Nabil Sawalha will be talking about drama and filmmaking in Jordan, with a motivational and 

inspirational speech about the power of laughter and how it fights stress, followed by a laugh-

ter yoga session with the audience. 

The instructor: Nabil Sawalha 

Nabil Sawalha is a Jordanian comedian, who began his theatre career by acting in BBC radio 

plays in the 1950s while studying engineering in the UK. In 1962, he returned to Jordan and 

joined the Jordanian National Theatre Group. 

Sawalha’s major breakthrough came in 1980 with his own television series, “Beinee wa Beinak” 

(Between me and you). In 1990, Sawalha met Hisham Yanes, a former colleague from the 

Jordanian National Theatre Group, who returned to Jordan from Kuwait and the two were 

urged to collaborate. The duo was formed in an era of democratization and liberalization in the 

Kingdom, allowing them to push boundaries beyond previous limits. 
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7:00 – 7:30
Venue: Ali Maher Theater

“Day in Amman” – Musical performance 

Event description: 
A musical piece will be performed by a group of top Jordanian musicians while showing a 

short film called “Amman” by the director Omayma Nakhleh.

The musicians will take us in a magical tour around old and new Amman through their music.

This piece was composed by Tarek Younis and performed by: Tarek Younis, Tareq Jundi, Basem 

Al Jaber, Nasser Salameh, Fadi Hattar and Ala’a Takrouri. 

The composer: Tarek Younis

Tarek Younis Jordanian-Colombian composer (Tarek Younes Afana) began his music studies 

at local.

He began his professional training in Composition in 1994 at Trinity College of Music, London, 

under the guidance of Daryl Runswick. During his years at Trinity, Tarek was the recipient of 

several awards including the Adam Collins Prize, Qattan Foundation Scholarship, and the 

Chevening Scholarship. He graduated with honors in 1999 on top of his department for which 

he received the TCM Trust Silver Medal for Composition.

Younis returned to his native Jordan to pursue a career in education for two years. In 2001, he 

was awarded the MBI Scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree at the School of Oriental and 

African Studies of the University of London in Ethnomusicology of the Near and Middle East.  

After completing his Masters, Tarek returned to Amman to pursue a multi-faceted career in 

Education, Ethnic music documentation/research, Composition and Piano Performance. His 

pieces continue to be performed around the globe receiving excellent reviews.

In 2010 he cofounded the Amman Music Society which aims at presenting the best Jordanian 

musicians by holding privately hosted recitals to paying society members. 

8







 
10:00 – 10:30
Venue: MPR

Production Design, from script to wrap 

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants to production design and visual aspects of a film. 

The instructor: Rand Abdul Nour

Rand Abdul Nour received her Bachelor‘s degree in fine arts from the University of Jordan in 

2010. That same year she joined King’s Academy as a teaching fellow in the Department of Fine 

and Performing Arts. In 2012, she left King’s to teach painting and drawing at the University of 

Jordan. Abdul Nour returned to King’s Academy in 2016 as a faculty member in the Depart-

ment of Fine and Performing Arts, and became head of the department in 2017.

In 2015, Abdul Nour obtained a Master of Fine Arts in painting and drawing from the Pennsyl-

vania Academy of the Fine Arts on a Fulbright Scholarship. She has worked as a production 

designer, art director and scenic painter on the set of several local and international film 

productions since 2008 and has held a solo and joint art exhibitions in Amman.

10:45 – 11:15
Venue: MPR

Cinematography, from script to wrap 

Course description:
This workshop introduces participants to cinematography as a career. 

The instructor: Sahfiq Olabi

Shafiq Olabi is a director/dinematographer based in Amman. Since his early days, he showed 

immense interest in photography, videography and video editing, which led him to study 

Digital Filmmaking in SAE Amman, where he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Film. 

Since then, he has worked on numerous projects and productions including TVC's, TV Shows, 

Promotional Videos, Short films and Music videos.
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   Day 2 Saturday
23rd September 2017 



11:30 – 12:00
Venue: MPR

Location management, from script to wrap

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants to the role of the location manager. 

The instructor: Jamal Aladwan

Jamal AlAdwan is a freelance location and production manager. He started working in 

filmmaking in 2007. He was given the opportunity to work on several movies, series and 

commercials.

11:30 – 12:30
Venue: Montage Café 

Pitching Session 

Session description: 
This is a networking and project pitching opportunity between production companies and 

organizations in the form of one-on-one sessions.
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12:15 – 1:15
Venue: MPR 

Conversation with the RFC

Course description: 
The Royal Film Commission works towards building a solid Jordanian film industry and facilitat-

ing productions in Jordan. RFC develop a learning environment in cinematic arts across Jordan 

and establishes programs that address the need for new and innovative methods of communi-

cation to finally Provide work opportunities at world-class standards in all areas of cinematic art.

RFC representatives:

George David, Ahmad Ashour, Abedalsalam AlHaj, Areeb Zuaiter, Marian Nakho. 

George David 

George David, currently its Managing Director, has been working for the Royal Film Commis-

sion – Jordan (RFC) since 2005. He has also been part of the production team on numerous 

film and television projects, as well as working in entertainment PR.  

Following a brief theatre career, his work on film in Jordan started in 1996. He then located to 

Los Angeles, where he pursued a film degree and then continued to work as a production 

manager and producer in Hollywood.

David has played a key role in attracting and supporting major film productions. These include 

the Academy Award sweeper “The Hurt Locker”, the blockbuster “Transformers: Revenge of 

the Fallen”, “Zero Dark Thirty”, Ridley Scott’s “The Martian” and many more.

David has served as President on the Board of Directors of the Association of Film Commission-

ers International (AFCI). He has also pioneered several educational initiatives in film and televi-

sion, namely the Film Train and the Debut Feature Film Program where he undertook the role 

of Executive Producer on five feature films to date. David was also instrumental in setting up 

and administering the RFC’s Jordan Film Fund, serving on its Jury as well as on several Juries of 

festivals and training programs around the globe.
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Areeb Zuaiter 

Areeb Zuaiter is a visual storyteller, who is currently fulfilling her passion in supporting regional 

filmmakers through her position as a Regional Training Manager at the Royal Film Commission. 

Zuaiter holds a Master’s degree in Film and Video Production from the American University 

(AU) in Washington, DC. During her enrollment at AU, she worked as a Technology Associate 

with the Associated Press; an experience that exposed her to the latest technologies in 

production and broadcasting. Soon after, she was rewarded a fellowship at the Smithsonian’s 

National Museum of American History where she produced some of the Museum’s key 

projects. Zuaiter’s thesis, “Colors of a Displaced Identity,” was nominated for Sony’s Outstand-

ing Thesis Award in May 2014. For her undergrad, Zuaiter pursued a degree in Interior Architec-

ture and another one in Communication Arts. Her graduation short “Stained” won the Jury’s 

price in the 10th European Film Festival. Areeb then started her production house where she 

worked on regional designs and corporate videos. In 2005, she documented Jordan’s partici-

pation in Aichi Exposition; Japan, in a short that was nominated in Aichi’s Friendship Film 

Festival. In 2006, Zuaiter collaborated with Abu Mahjoob, and got nominated for the animated 

series section in Annecy Film Festival; France.

Abedalsalam AlHaj

In 2010, AlHaj completed his MFA, majoring in Cinematography & Directing from the Red Sea 

Institute of Cinematic Arts.  He produced and directed numerous films that participated in 

several international film festivals. He worked on designing curricula for children & youth in the 

art of filmmaking for community organizations. He worked more than three years in 

well-known Universities & institutions in Jordan as a Filmmaking Instructor and this launched 

his professional educational career in the cinematic arts. Since 2012, AlHaj is the Capacity 

Building Manager at the Royal Film Commission–Jordan, in charge of the film educational 

programs for Jordanians working or aspiring to work in the film industry.

Ahmad Ashour 

Ashour holds a BA in English Literature from Applied Science University in Jordan. He worked 

in hotel management. In 2009, he joined the Royal Film Commission – Jordan as a production 

liaison officer. He is currently heading the Production Services department. 

Marian Nakho

Marian Nakho earned a BA in Applied English from the University of Jordan. She then got a 

Master’s degree in “Journalism and New Media” from the Jordan Media Institute in 2011. She 

joined the Royal Film Commission – Jordan in 2012 as a Production Assistant. Since 2013, she 

is the Media & Communication Coordinator, involved in the screening program - managing 

events including a yearly short film competition - and media relations. 
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1:30 – 2:30 
Venue: MPR 

Producing for online platforms 

Speakers: Ahmad Ghanem (Abu el Ghor), Sima Najjar, Mohammad Salah, 

Mohammad Hushki 

Ahmad Ghanem (Abu el Ghor) 

Ghanem started as a comedian in 2011, has made over 200 videos and got more than 26 

million views on his channel on YouTube. He has done seven complete shows and participated 

in many other shows and series.

Ghanem is the founder and creative director of Baaboonej Company, as well as the ambassa-

dor of Zain Telecommunication Company and RedBull since 2011.

Sima Najjar 

Najjar is an experienced entrepreneur, founded 3 companies under the age of 30. Her first 

company "SiMS Agency" for Events and Model Management was founded in 2006 and 

became one of the top modelling agencies in Jordan. 

In 2012, Sima founded her third company "Ekeif.com", Keif means how in Arabic and they do 

short "How To" videos targeting women. Its mission is to support and enhance Arabic online 

content and create job opportunities in the MENA region through content creation strategy.

Mohammad Salah

Salah is the co-founder and Head of Content at Social n' Tech with a demonstrated history of 

working in the Digital Marketing industry

Mohammad Hushki

Hushki is a Jordanian director and screenwriter. He graduated from the University as an 

engineer but dedicated himself to filmmaking. Hushki worked at the Royal Film Commission – 

Jordan for two years and developed his directing and screenwriting skills. He worked on 

several documentaries for profit and non-profit organizations. After that he moved to drama 

and worked on his own short films that participated in international film festivals. As a screen-

writer Hushki worked on two screenplays and participated in “Rawi” workshop organized by 

the RFC. Hushki directed the award- winning film Transit Cities. Hushki also directed several TV 

series like “Female”, “Zain” for MBC and “Tawq Alasfalt”. Hushki’s future plans are to develop 

different TV productions.
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2:45 – 3:45
Venue: Amphitheater

Drone technologies 

Presented by: Sami Qattan, founder of Dragon Fly company.  

4:00 – 5:00
Venue: MPR

Film education vs hands-on-film training

Speaker: Daniele Suissa 

Born in Casablanca, Daniele Suissa studied in Paris and New York. Laureate of the Paris 

Conservatoire National d’Art Dramatique in 1962, she started working in France as an assistant 

to some of the best European film and theatre directors, (Robert Hossein - 2 years). In 1969 she 

moved to Canada where she completed most of her career.

Daniele directed more than thirty plays both in French and English. Through this work she 

developed the technique she teaches internationally. Her essay “On Mise en Scene & Directing 

Actors” will be published in 2017. She collaborated to the artistic direction of the Theatre du 

Rideau Vert in Montreal for 22 years. 

5:30 – 6:30
Venue: Ali Maher Theater 

Acting as a career

Course description:
This workshop introduces participants to the role of actors. 

The instructor: Nadira Omran

Omran is a Jordanian actress, who started her acting career when she was young. She starred 

in numerous plays, TV series and films.  Omran’s acting skills are not only recognized locally but 

all over the Arab world. She played in Bab al-Shams by Yousry Nasrallah, as well as in 3000 

Nights by Mai Masr and When Monaliza Smiled, among others. 
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9.30-10.00
Venue: MPR 

Editing: from script to wrap 

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants to the art of editing. 

The instructor: Eyad Hamam  
Hamam completed his graduate degree in journalism from Montreal and worked in Canada’s 

documentary and feature film industry for three years, before returning to Amman. His focus 

is on documentary storytelling and independent fictional films. Hamam’s main area of exper-

tise is in post-production and he has edited and color-graded films, TV shows and documenta-

ries. He has also produced and edited video installation pieces for the Pergamon Museum in 

Berlin and the Open Society Institute in Budapest. Since 2008 he has been a partner and 

producer at Aramram, a Jordanian online TV and social media platform that aims to create 

debate and engagement around issues that impact society through the use of audio-visual 

media and social media tools.

 

10:15– 10:45
Venue: MPR

Sound: from script to wrap 

Course description: 
This workshop introduces participants to sound starting from the moment of pre-production 

through post production. The participants will learn through this session how the best quality 

sound is recorded, supervised, edited and mixed.

The instructor: Amer Dweik
Amer Dwaik, filmmaker and lecturer, Amer has worked on local and international films since 

2006, and has filled several positions in Production and Sound departments in films, TVC, 

series, and documentaries. Amer studied at Red Sea Institute of Cinematic Arts (RSICA) in 

Jordan and graduated in 2011, he later joined RSICA as a faculty member. In 2013, Dweik went 

back to working on set, and is currently working in sound.
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   Day 3 Sunday
24th September 2017 



Venue: MPR
11.00-11.30

Stunts: from script to wrap 

Course description:
The participants will learn the basic skills needed to make a successful career out of mastering 

the art of stunts.

 

The instructor: Hajar Shaheen

Shaheen is a Palestinian Jordanian TV host and programmer, writer, actress�films dubbing, 

comic, also a protocol and etiquette trainer in media field and a member of Mission-X stunts 

Jordanian team. She owns her art and media production association.

She got a lot of morning and evening talk shows on many local and international Arabic 

channels, and played in short movies, TV series and theater.  

She started her work as a TV host and programme in 2006 till now. 

She is preparing to produce a movie, a play and documentaries in relation to her association. 

11:45-12.45
Venue: MPR

Composing music for cinema and television

Course description:
Music composition for Film and TV session teaches you to write music in the style of Holly-

wood films and TV programs. The session begins with an overview of important considera-

tions for composing music for visual media, including how to balance music and dialogue, 

how to influence the audience’s emotional response and how to create music that elicits a 

location or time period.

 The instructors: Tareq Younis, Tareq Jundi, Yahya Abdallah 
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Tareq Younis

Jordanian-Colombian composer (Tarek Younes Afana) began his music studies at local.

He began his professional training in Composition in 1994 at Trinity College of Music, London, 

under the guidance of Daryl Runswick. During his years at Trinity, Tarek was the recipient of 

several awards including the Adam Collins Prize, Qattan Foundation Scholarship, and the 

Chevening Scholarship. He graduated with honors in 1999 on top of his department for which 

he received the TCM Trust Silver Medal for Composition.

Younis returned to his native Jordan to pursue a career in education for two years. In 2001, he 

was awarded the MBI Scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree at the School of Oriental and 

African Studies of the University of London in Ethnomusicology of the Near and Middle East.  

After completing his Masters, Tarek returned to Amman to pursue a multi-faceted career in 

Education, Ethnic music documentation/research, Composition and Piano Performance. His 

pieces continue to be performed around the globe receiving excellent reviews.

In 2010 he cofounded the Amman Music Society which aims at presenting the best Jordanian 

musicians by holding privately hosted recitals to paying society members. 

Tareq Jundi

Tareq Jundi has started learning the Oud at the age of 11 when he joined the preparatory 

section in the Jordan Academy for music. Taught by many Jordanian and Arab Oud Masters. In 

2007, he completed his Bachelor degree in Chemical Engineering from Jordan University of 

Science and Technology, after that he was awarded a scholarship from the Greater Amman 

Municipality to complete his BA in music performance at the National Music Conservatory; he 

finished his MA degree at the University of Jordan in music education.

He conducted, composed, played with many bands and represented Jordan and participated 

in many festivals in Jordan, Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab 

Emirates, Morocco, Azerbaijan, Turkey, China, Italy, Scotland, England, Latvia, France, Spain, 

Germany, Norway, Austria, Hungary, Sweden and Finland.

 

Yahya Alabdallah

Palestinian - Jordanian Independent filmmaker Yahya was born in Libya in 1978, raised in Saudi 

Arabia, a writer, director, producer and a literary critic with Masters Degrees in literature and 

master in film from ECAIR Cinema School in Paris. He wrote and directed many shorts, his short 

"SMS" 2008 participated in the 38th Rotterdam international film festival, Tangier ISFF.

His first feature "The Last Friday" – which was largely supported by the RFC -  participated in 

many festivals, such as Fribourg International film festival in 2012, where it won the “Special 

Jury Award", Berlinale forum 2012, Dubai International film festival 2011 won three awards 

(special Jury award, best actor, and best music). It won Cinema in Motion at San Sebastian Film 

Festival 2011.
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11:45 - 12:45 
Venue: Montage Café 

Pitching session – Closed session

Session description: 
This is a networking and project pitching opportunity between production companies and 

organizations in the form of one-on-one sessions.

1:00 – 1:45
Venue: MPR

Crowd funding
 
Course description: 
This is an introduction session on how to pitch your project and ideas, and how to represent 

yourself in film festivals in order to collect and search for funds for your artwork.  

The instructor:  Areeb Zuaiter

Zuaiter is a visual storyteller,  who is currently fulfilling her passion in supporting regional 

filmmakers through her position as a Regional Training Manager at the Royal Film 

Commission - Jordan. 

Zuaiter holds a Master’s degree in Film and Video Production from the American University 

(AU) in Washington, DC. During her enrolment at AU, she worked as a Technology Associate 

with the Associated Press; an experience that exposed her to the latest technologies in 

production and broadcasting. Soon after, she was rewarded a fellowship at the Smithsonian’s 

National Museum of American History where she produced some of the Museum’s key 

projects. Areeb’s thesis, “Colours of a Displaced Identity,” was nominated for Sony’s Outstand-

ing Thesis Award in May 2014. 
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1.00 - 1.45
Venue: Montage Café 

ARRI: Cutting edge digital cinema lighting technologies 

Course Description:
An introduction to ARRI Amira and ARRI Alexa Mini, the latest cameras from ARRI technology, 

as well as their new set of lenses and lighting. 

The instructors:  Richard Lackey and Mohammad Awad from ARRI Company. 

2:00 – 3:00
Venue: MPR 

Amman International Film Festival: Awal Film Festival 

Speakers: Alaa Karkouti & Nada Doumani  – co-founders and co-directors

of AWAL Film festival 

Alaa Karkouti 

Karkouti is a renowned film analyst and an influential professional within the cinema and 

entertainment industry in the Arab world. His extended expertise in cinema analysis has 

landed him as a guest speaker in various panels, filmmaking workshops, seminars, and juries 

in film festivals worldwide. After taking the lead in assembling complete archives on the 

economics of filmmaking in the region, Karkouti co-founded MAD Solutions, the first 

pan-Arab studio dedicated to the production, promotion and distribution of Arabic content to 

the Arab world and beyond, which was named the first Arab member in the reputable Europa 

Distribution association. Aiming to further foster the growth of the Film and Entertainment 

industry in the Gulf, MAD has expanded to Abu Dhabi, UAE, focusing on the GCC in specific 

and the Arab world as a whole.

Nada Doumani

Doumani has always worked in media and communication. She holds a MA degree in Political 

Science from the American University in Beirut. From 1992 to 1999, she worked as a print and 

radio journalist based in Switzerland, reporting mainly on Middle Eastern issues. From 1999 to 

2007, she was a spokesperson and communication manager for the International Committee 

of the Red Cross (ICRC) at Geneva headquarters as well as in many conflict areas, including Iraq, 

Burundi and Kosovo.  Since 2008, Doumani is the Communication and Cultural Programming 

Manager of the Royal Film Commission in Amman. She is a Board member at the Jordan Media 

Institute since 2009.  In 2007, Doumani compiled and edited a book of testimonials by Iraqis 

“Wounds in the Palm Grove”. She wrote, produced and directed a short documentary about 

Iraqi exiles, “Errant Home”, which won the first prize in a festival in Italy in 2009. 
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3:15 – 4:15 
Venue: MPR 

EP Budgeting and Scheduling Session 

Course description: 
An introductory online session on how to make the perfect budget for a film project and how 

to avoid any errors. 

The instructor: Joseph Chianese, Executive Vice President of EP financial 

Solutions.  

5:20 – 6:30 
Venue: Ali Maher Theatre 

Regional Support for Arab filmmakers 

Panel description: 
This panel includes a group of top film directors in the Middle East, who will go through their 

experience in the filmmaking industry and what challenges they have faced on their journey 

in the industry. They will share their success stories, and tips in order to succeed in the industry.

Speakers: Hanna Atallah, Salam Salman, Ahmad Araib, Alaa Karkouti,

Abedlasalam Al Haj. 

Hanna Atallah

Born in Jerualem, Hanna is a filmmaker, producer, and cultural art manager who worked in 

different countries. He holds a bachelor degree in Cinema Studies (Director Section) from the 

Academy of Art / High Cinema Institute, Egypt. His experience covers filmmaking projects 

(fiction and documentary). Atallah was the initiator, producer and manager of the Palestinian 

Memory Documentation Project in Talbiyeh refugee camp in Jordan, and he is the founder and 

Artistic Director of Filmlab: Palestine.
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Ahmad Araib

Araib has been involved in cinema in Morocco, where he held several positions including in 

the Moroccan Film Fund, Cinema Lab, Moroccan Cinema Center; he served as a jury member 

in national and international film festivals, such as the Francophone Film Festival and the 

Mediterranean Short Film Festival.  In addition, he was a cinema professor and has several 

publications. 

Salam Salman

Salam Salman was born in Baghdad and holds a BA in Cinema from the University of Baghdad. 

He starts working in cinematography in Mohammed Al-Darradji’s films.  

Alaa Karkouti

Alaa is a renowned Film Analyst and an influential professional within the cinema and enter-

tainment industry in the Arab world. His extended expertise in cinema analysis has landed him 

as a guest speaker in various panels, filmmaking workshops, seminars, and juries in film 

festivals worldwide. After taking the lead in assembling complete archives on the economics 

of filmmaking in the region, Karkouti co-founded MAD Solutions, the first pan-Arab studio 

dedicated to the production, promotion and distribution of Arabic content to the Arab world 

and beyond, which was named the first Arab member in the reputable Europa Distribution 

association. Aiming to further foster the growth of the Film and Entertainment industry in the 

Gulf, MAD has expanded to Abu Dhabi, UAE, focusing on the GCC in specific and the Arab 

world as a whole.

Abdealsalam AlHaj 

In 2010, AlHaj completed his MFA, majoring in Cinematography & Directing from the Red Sea 

Institute of Cinematic Arts.  He produced and directed numerous films that participated in 

several international film festivals. He worked on designing curricula for children & youth in the 

art of filmmaking for community organizations. He worked more than three years in 

well-known Universities & institutions in Jordan as a Filmmaking Instructor and this launched 

his professional educational career in the cinematic arts. Since 2012, AlHaj is the Capacity 

Building Manager at the Royal Film Commission–Jordan, in charge of the film educational 

programs for Jordanians working or aspiring to work in the film industry.
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